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' Who reailly killed
Tasmania’s

- aborigines?

f By PATRICIA COBERN

| THE descendants of the early settlers of
| Tasmania have been branded as the
. children of murderers who were respon-

have never lived there, Calder said . ..
“the natives had much the better of the
warfare . ..

They had developed remarkable skill
for surprise attacks. They would stealth-
ily creep up on an isolated farm and
surround it Aler watching for hours,
somelimes days, they would 1ake the oc.
cupants by surpnse, massacre them and
bum their heute and outbuildings.
Then, they would move on te some
pioneer family in another part of the
islend snd repest the massacre,

A trick frequently employed by the

ing in Tasmania at the firet white set-
ters’ arrival in 1803 vary from 2000 to 2
mere 700. Some reports claim 700
would be the sbsolute maximum at the
time of the first settlement end they
were, even then, fast dying out.

The faciors which killed the Tas-
manian Aborigines become apparent
after careful research. . There were (1)
their eating habits (2) harards of birth
{3) lack of hygiene (4) their marriage of
mating custems {3) dangerous “magic’”
aurgery (6} exposure to the hersh cli-
male of Tasmsnisa.

| sible Tor the genoaide of the Tasmanian
- Abongine. (s this really true?
____The Emcyclopoedic Britamnica Re-

Tasmunian natives was 1o approach
isolated settlers, apparently unarmed.
They would wave their arms about 14 &
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The eating habite of the Tasmanian |
natives alone were enough 10 wipe them |
_out. It was their custom to eat every« |
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