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DEDICATED.

to

THE SACRED MEMORY
of

DINSHAW SHAVAKSHAW, C. DINSHAW
( Adenvalla)

You have heard of Shiavush, who came out of the ordeal
of fire with body and life unscathed ; now look at this
son of another Shiavush, who gave up his life so lightly
to the waters |

Pearls come to light from the ocean, indeed the sea brings
forth gems ; yet none has known that the sea receives and
hides gems and jewels too !

Did the knot of Pleaides get dissolved, that the sky from
that bunch of stars threw out four gems therefrom, and
all of a sudden drowned them in the sea ?

Indeed, they were Dinshaw and Kawoos, Manucheher and
Tehmineh a jewel and a gem, a pearl and a coral !

5 Through spite the world offered a bouquet of flowers one
day to the waters ; one was a 'hyacinth, another a rose,
one a lily and another a sweet basil.
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Just like stars behind a dark threatening cloud, a Sirius
and a Jupiter, a Venus and a Saturn were sucked down
by the dark waters.

They departed and in their wake their friends sent the
escort, one of sighs, another of lament, one of walils,

another of moans.

Even now, in their mourning when the stormy waters reach
the shore they froth at the mouth through grief, and bite

their lips in repentance.

From the seas of Omman and Aden pearls and gems are
brought forth ; alas for the gems of the Adenwalla family
that got drowned in the sea !

Dinshaw and Kawoos were standing on the shore when
they realised that Manucheher and Tehmineh were being

overpowered by the stormy waves ;

When they saw that couple in the jaws of the vortex of
death, without the slightest care they threw themselves
in the sea and indeed washed their hands of life.

Verily friendship can only be such, Love can only move
along such a path; Fidelity can only acknowledge
such a principle, Self-sacrifice can only be made thus !

And then from within the roaring sea the gates of Heaven
were opened to them, just as the vista of a garden was
opened on Abraham whilst within the burning fire. -

When devilish waves enveloped them from every side, the
Heavenly Father called them up from this low earth to
the Abode Divine.

And when from the earth below they carried their
complaints about the unkind waters to the Heavenly
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Father, the angel Anahita was distressed and Aban
stood sorely afflicted.

Should you now pass by the site on the shores of Juhu, the
ears of vou fancy may hear the moaning of the waves
telling you many a tale about them.

And the voice of otherwise sweet-singing birds will appear
to trill songs of death and wails of mourning on the
sandy shore,

And whenever a storm comes like a mad elephant foaming
at its mouth, when from every side awe-inspiring waves
roar like dragons,

You can hear them bring forth a toar from their heart in
orief like wounded lions, or through sorrow you can see
them writhing at times like wounded pythons.

At times going down, at times coming up, as sighs within
the breast every rearing wave so heaves in the boundless
ocean,

And if by an early morn should you pass by that side,
reminding you of their pure souls, you will see all over
there white birds hovering over the foaming waves.

You may perhaps see Spenta sitting like a sad owlon a
stone with a sorrowing heart astounded at the cruel
work of the sky.

As the volume is dedicated to the sacred memory of Dinshaw
Adenwalla, I pray that may his name be ever remem-
bered in this world for his good actions.




PREFACE.

The welcome given to my last book Akhlag-e-Iran-e-Bastan
has tempted me to write this second book specially for the study
of my brethern the Iranian-Zoroastrians of Persia and India.

I have often had enquiries from those who had come in
touch with the Western mode of thought whether the Zoroastrian
Religion was compatible with the science and learning of today.
T had also heard from those who knew not much of religion. that
religion was like a cloak and if it was old, it may be changed
for a new one.

I hope amongst my Iranian-Zoroastrian friends, if anybody
has happened to think in this fashion, he may realise after a
perusal of this book that the ancient religion of Zoroaster is
not only in full agreement with recent science and learning
but is upto date, and rather than an old cloak, it resembles
more an ancient article ol gold, more precious today than
ever before, because of its antiquity and because of its intrinsic
excellence and value. As will appear from the contents, this is
not merely my humble opinion, but similar views have been
expressed by two great philosophers viz. Samuel Laing of the
West and Rabindranath Tagore of the East.

To my Islamic brethern in Persia, I hope this book may
prove interesting and show how their forefathers, like them-
selves, had a fine philosophy which is so near and akin to the
beautiful philosophy of Islamic Irfan, thus bringing closer the
bond of friendship now existing between the followers of the two
oreat Faiths of Persia viz. Zoroastrianism and Islam.

My best thanks are due to my friends Professor Poure
Davoud for going over the whole work, and to my young friend
Aga A. Spenta for putting into modern literary Persian my
thoughts dictated to him from day to day.

DINSH!}H IRANI.
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(1) That God who always lives and loves.
One God, one Law, one Element.
And one for-off divine Event.

To which the whole Creation moves.
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(1) * Truth is within ourselves. It takes no rise
“ From outward things, whaiever you may believe.
““There is an inmost centre in ourselves
“ Where Truth abides in fullness ; and to know
“ Rather consists in finding out a way
“ Whence the imprisoned splendour may escape,
“ Than by affecting entrance for a licht
“ Supposed to be without.” Browning.
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(1) Ancient Persia and Iranian Civilization,
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